Let me inform you, friends, that this doctor was a total atheist.
But what do you think of his spirit of selfless service, his self-sacrifice,
his total lack of concern for himself? My dears, this man must surely be
nearer to God, than you and me sitting here calmly, indulging in mere
words - he must be very close to God, very dear to Him.
Now, let me try and explain to you the difference between & Jnani
and a Bhaktha. The Jnani is like the flame of an oil lamp, while the
Bhaktha is like a gem, a precious stone. In order to burn, an oil lamp
requires firstly a lamp, then oil and a wick, lastly, a match is needed to
ignite it. But a gem has its own light, it is self-luminous and does not
depend on any external object for its light. It is the same with a Jnani
and a Bhaktha also. Just as the flame can be extinguished by a heavy
gust of wind, or when the oil is over, or when the wick is burnt out, the
Jnani too, may be affected by external factors like praise or criticism.
Receiving the adulation of others, he may, after a while, become arrogant.
Since he practises the Advaitha Philosophy - that is God and he are
both one and the same, he may become egoistic and vain and start
misusing the powers he has gained. Many a Jnani has fallen victim to
his own powers or siddhis and has deviated from the Godward path
into a world of egoism, show and power-madness.
A true Bhaktha., on the other hand, is ever humble , ever
subservient to God; the Lord is his Master and he is but the humble
slave. He is content to sit at the Lotus Feet of his Beloved Lord and
worship, he does not crave for adulation or power. He is of a quiet and
retiring nature, ever humble and sweet, unaffected by praise or criticism
from others. In (bright) sunlight, the gem reflects the rays of the sun. So
too, the Bhaktha is but a reflection of God.
The Jnani may be filled with detachment and a deep sense of
peace and calm, being immersed in the knowledge that he is God. But
the devotee dances in divine ecstasy, he is ever in a state of rapture. He
lives to serve the Lord. After you churn curds, the butter that you obtain
is the Bhaktha - rich and creamy and thick, while the buttermilk that is
left behind is the Jnani. I personally feel that the path of the Jnani is
dry, while that of the Bhaktha is filled with sweetness, rapture and
ecstasy. That's my personal opinion, however, and others may beg to
differ. Remember one thing however. During the time when Rama had
incarnated in Ayodhya, all the great rishis and sages flocked to see
Him; so eager were they for His Darshan. They were all enlightened
ones, filled with the knowledge of Brahman and did not really need to
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